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hemisphere were developed in the hot tropical areas
of Central America, in the subtropical Mexican high-
lands,, and in the semitropical areas of South Amer-
ica.
Numerous theories have been advanced to account
for this fact. One is that in the days when these civili-
zations were first established the districts were not
tropical; that what are now temperate zones were
then frigid, owing to the Glacial period, and that
what are now tropics were then temperate. But the
most ancient carvings, sculptures and paintings of
these races represent human beings either nude or
nearly so'; they show birds, reptiles and quadrupeds of
the tropics, and every known evidence leads to the
conclusion that there have been very slight changes
in the climate since the days when the civilizations
first started.
Another theory is that in the American tropics
man was not forced to devote his life to eking out a
bare existence, and therefore had leisure to develop
his mind, to occupy brains and hands with construc-
tive work and to develop his artistic talents, But this
is contrary to all accepted ideas of the effect of the
tropics upon man, and is not borne out by present-
day examples of races dwelling in the tropics.
Still another supposition is that the races which de-
veloped civilizations were driven southward and
northward by hordes of savages, until they found
comparative safety in the tropical jungles and sub-
tropical mountains and deserts. But no one can offer
a suggestion as to why there should not have been
fully as many, if not more, savages in the tropics than
in the north or south.